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Donation of embryos to another couple – information for patients
If you have decided to conclude your fertility treatment at the Centre for Reproductive Medicine, but you still have some frozen embryos in storage with us, you will be asked to consider what you would like to happen to the remaining embryos.

One of the options available to you is to donate these embryos to another couple who require donor embryos in order to have a child.  If this is an option you are considering, the following information will outline what would be involved in this process.

When embryos are donated to another couple, like donated sperm or eggs, it is essential that the donors go through a rigorous screening procedure.  This is needed to protect the recipient and any resulting child, by minimising the risk of passing on any diseases or conditions through the embryo donation.  Tests are carried out in both partners and can be quite arduous.

The screening process consists of:

1. A consultation for family history and blood tests for HIV, Hepatitis B & C, CMV, chromosomes and cystic fibrosis.

2. An appointment with our independent counsellor.
3. A consultation to complete HFEA and unit consent forms.

4. Completion of the HFEA donor information that will be added to the donor register.  This includes completion of the donor information, which contains information you would be happy for any child born as a result of treatment to know, and a good-will message to the child.
It is also important to understand that if a child resulted from your donated embryos, this child once he/she reaches the age of 18, can find out the identity of the couple who donated the embryos.  This information will be held on a register with the HFEA, which the child can have access to.
Once you have reached a decision to donate the embryos and agreed to undergo the screening procedures, the donation would be entirely anonymous and the recipients would automatically become the legal parents of any children that resulted from the treatment.  The recipients would not know your identity.
Unfortunately, it is not always possible to find a suitable recipient for the embryos before the limit for storage is reached.  If we have not found a recipient within the period of storage to which you have consented for your own use, your embryos would have to be discarded.  For this reason, it is helpful to consider the options available well in advance of any consent deadlines that may be approaching. 
If you would like to proceed with the generous act of donation, please indicate your wishes on the enclosed consent form and we will contact you to arrange an appointment with one of our donation co-ordinators.                    

If you require any further information please contact us on 024 76968879

The Trust has access to interpreting and translation services.  If you need this information in another language, please contact the Quality Manager on (024) 76968864, and we will do our best to accommodate your needs.  The Trust operates a smoke free policy.
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