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Introduction 

The following information will help you prepare for your forthcoming visit to the Breast 
Screening Unit. 
 

What is an X-ray guided localisation (marker) biopsy? 

This is an X-ray procedure which accurately marks an area of breast before it is 
removed during surgery (biopsied). 
 

Preparation 

No special preparation is required but you will find it more comfortable and convenient 
if you wear separates (trousers or skirt and top).  
 

What will happen? 

On the morning of your operation you will be asked to report to the Breast Screening 
Unit, where you will be directed to one of our waiting areas. 
 
You will only need to undress to the waist and put on a gown. 
 

During the Procedure 

The specialist will explain exactly what is going to happen and ask for your permission 
to undertake the procedure. At this point you will have time to ask about anything you 
do not understand. 
 
You will either have: 

a) X-ray guided localisation, or 
b) Ultrasound guided localisation 

 

If this is guided by X-ray your breast will be gently squeezed between the X-ray film 
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and a plastic plate with a specially designed breast compression plate with a grid to 
identify the area. Once the first picture is taken it is important not to move. 
 
Your skin will be cleaned and a small drop of local anaesthetic will be injected just 
under the skin. This may sting a little.  
 
Then a special needle will be gently pushed into the breast (this should not be too 
uncomfortable because of the local anaesthetic) and several images can be taken. 
 
When we are sure the tip of the needle is close to the area of concern, a fine wire will 
be pushed through the needle and the needle removed.  The wire has a small anchor 
at its end so is unlikely to move. The wire is very flexible so the loose end will be coiled 
on the skin and secured with a dressing. 
 
Before you leave for the ward, two more images will be taken to show your surgeon the 
position of this area in your breast. 
 
If this is being done as an ultrasound-guided procedure, you will lie on the couch in the 
ultrasound room and you will have the two images taken once the wire is in place. 
 

After your Examination 

When we have finished you will return to the ward or travel to another hospital as 
planned for your operation. If your localisation is done at the Breast Screening Unit at 
University Hospital Coventry & Warwickshire but your operation is elsewhere, you will 
need someone to drive you to your local hospital for the operation. The operation 
(biopsy) will be done under general anaesthetic (you will be asleep for this part)  

 

Results 

It takes from four to seven days to process the breast tissue. Before you leave the ward 
you will be given a date to come back to talk about the results. 
 

Complications 

We have set up a whole series of checks to ensure that everything goes well, but as 
with anything in life complications can occur, however this is very unusual. 
 
Some possible complications are: 

 The needle is not close enough to the area of concern. Providing the anchor has not 
been put in place, the needle can be re-positioned. If the wire is fixed in the breast, 
we have to start again, as the wire is designed not to pull out. 

 

 The correct area may not have been removed at operation. This is very unusual but 
if there is any doubt we will re-x-ray you as soon as the bruising and scarring has 
settled. 

 

 Bruising is usual after any operation. Occasionally you can develop a pocket of 
blood (haematoma) within the actual breast, leaving you with a lump. This can take 
many weeks to settle; this is a nuisance but in no way dangerous. 
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 The operation itself is performed under general anaesthetic. These days this is very 
safe and it is very rare for problems to arise. 

 
We aim to make you feel welcome and make your visit as pleasant as possible. If you 
feel unhappy with any part of your care please ask to speak to the Breast Screening 
Manager. 
 
For additional information please visit: www.goingfora.com  
 
 
The Trust has access to interpreting and translation services. If you need this 
information in another language or format please contact 024 7696 7200 and we will do 
our best to meet your needs. 

 

The Trust operates a smoke free policy 
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